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Group: 
Drilling 
is net loss 


to county 

By DENNIS WEBB 

Dennis.Webb@gjsentinel.com 

A North Fork Valley citizens 
group has revised a study in 
response to critiques and is 
continuing to conclude that a 
proposed drilling project there 
would have a net negative im¬ 
pact on Delta County. 

Citizens for a Healthy 
Community’s updated study of 
a 35-well natural gas devel¬ 
opment project by Gunnison 
Energy now 
estimates it 
would gen¬ 
erate about 
$411,000 to 
$437,000 a 
year in prop¬ 
erty and sev¬ 
erance taxes 
and federal 
mineral roy¬ 
alties for the 
county each 
year, while potentially costing 
the county $810,000 a year in 
property and sales tax revenues 
from agritourism and outdoor 
recreation industries harmed 
by oil and gas development. 

The cost estimate is the same 
as what the group arrived at in 
an initial study released last 
year, but at that time it esti¬ 
mated that the county would 
get $307,000 to $367,000 a year 
in property and severance tax 
revenues over the estimated 30- 
year life of the wells. Based on 
comments from industry and 
the county, the revised reve¬ 
nue estimate also accounts for 
federal mineral royalty distri¬ 
butions, makes some revisions 
to severance tax estimates, and 
includes an estimate of proper¬ 
ty tax revenues resulting from 
equipment and pipelines associ¬ 
ated with the project. 

Andrew Forkes-Gudmund- 
son, who authored the report 
and is an attorney and the 
group’s associate program 
manager, said when the initial 
version was released, the group 
received feedback suggesting 
that pipelines and equipment 
related to the project would 
be worth millions of dollars 
to the county. But his updated 
research concluded pipelines 
would provide about $72,000 in 
annual property tax revenues 
to the county, and equipment 
another $11,000 or so a year. 

Gunnison Energy’s project 
would be about 12 miles north 
of Paonia. Just three of the 
wells would be in Delta Coun¬ 
ty, with the rest to be located in 
Gunnison County. While that 
means a limited economic bene¬ 
fit for Delta County, Citizens for 
a Healthy Community says the 
county would suffer big impacts 
to economic activities such as 
tourism, hunting and fishing, 
impacting county revenues, and 
that residential and agricultur¬ 
al property values and associat¬ 
ed tax revenues would decline. 

“The point of the initial 
report was to challenge the 
assumption that oil and gas 
development is always an eco¬ 
nomic benefit to the county,” 
Forkes-Gudmundson said. 

The county has generally 
supported oil and gas devel¬ 
opment. Forkes-Gudmundson 
said the county needs to do due 
diligence when it takes posi¬ 
tions on projects to ensure they 
don’t have negative impacts. 

“These are big decisions that 
the county’s making and the 
county has a duty to conduct 
cost-benefit analysis to assure 

See DRILLING, page 8A > 
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Mari Scullion arrives at The Salvation Army Day Center with her kids, 3-year-old Candyn Richardson, front, 
Dakota Richardson, 5, and Aria Workman, 11 months. The day center fills a gap in service for homeless 
families with children who have nowhere else to go. 


Day shelter 
helps bridge 
service gap 


Nonprofit offers hand up 
for homeless parents, kids 


By AMY HAMILTON 

Amy.Hamilton@gjsentinel.com 


Things weren’t looking so 
rosy when the Hautalas came 
to the Grand Valley to visit a 
friend in November 2016. With 
few means, and their car start¬ 
ing to break down, the family 
found themselves using the ve¬ 
hicle as shelter. 

Erika was eight months preg¬ 
nant with her 
daughter, and 
her 1-year-old 
son sleeping 
on mom’s belly 
wasn’t the 
safest option. 

With no 
brakes and 
no heat, they 
kept warm using the car’s seat 
warmers. Matthew had been 
working as a roofer in Denver, 
but they lost their housing after 
he wasn’t paid for some work. 

Seeking some kind of boost, 
the family came across The Jo¬ 
seph Center’s Family Day Shel¬ 
ter, a program for families that 
previously operated out of the 
Riverside Educational Center. 
The center currently runs out 
of the second story of The Sal¬ 
vation Army Thrift Store, 240 
North Ave. 

Matthew said he was just 
“hoping for diapers or what 
not,” but thanks to hard work 


and the connections made at the 
day shelter, the Hautalas have 
turned their lives around. 

They went from being home¬ 
less to creating a budding busi¬ 
ness, one of the success stories 
fostered by the 2-year-old non¬ 
profit agency, founder Mona 
Highline said. 

“We encour¬ 
aged him when 
he came to the 
day shelter,” 
she said of 
Matthew. “He 
had these old 
business cards 
and he and 
Erika cut and 
pasted their own cards. He said, 
‘This is what I’m going to do.’” 

Creating a day shelter for 
homeless families filled a ser¬ 
vice gap in Grand Junction, 
Highline said. Homeless folks 
can find temporary shelter for 
the night at HomewardBound 
of the Grand Valley. Anyone 
can enjoy free lunches every 
day except Sundays at Grand 
Valley Catholic Outreach, and 
their day center down the street 
on Pitkin Avenue offers ser¬ 
vices, but only to individuals 18 
and over. 


See SHELTER, page 8A >► 


H0WY0U CAN HELP 

The agency is seeking donations and 
volunteers to give time and talents. For 
more information on The Joseph Center’s 
Family Day Shelter program, call Mona 
Highline at 245-4672. 


Judge strikes down part of Amendment 71 


Law changed rules for ballot petitions in Colorado 


By CHARLES ASHBY 

Charles.Ashby@gjsentinel.com 

DENVER — A federal judge 
has given the Colorado Secre¬ 
tary of State’s Office until early 
next month to show why part 
of Amendment 71 shouldn’t be 
ruled unconstitutional. 

That amendment, approved 
by voters in 2016, called for a 
change in how petitions must 
be gathered for ballot measures 


that alter the Colorado Consti¬ 
tution. 

Under it, at least 2 percent of 
signatures from registered vot¬ 
ers must come from each of the 
state’s 35 state Senate districts 
to qualify a measure for the 
ballot. 

In a lawsuit filed against the 


measure last year, opponents 
of the amendment said that 
provision violates the one-per¬ 
son, one-vote equal weight 
clause of the 14th Amendment 
because those districts aren’t 
always the same size. 

“Colorado’s new amendment 
process requires ballot initia¬ 


tive proponents to gather signa¬ 
tures from districts with widely 
varying registered voter popu¬ 
lations,” U.S. District Judge 
William J. Martinez wrote in 
a ruling issued Wednesday. 
“Thus, part of the new amend¬ 
ment process is constitutional¬ 
ly infirm.” 


Martinez, however, gave 
the state until March 9 to 
show cause why that part of 
the amendment shouldn’t be 
struck down. The judge didn’t 
rule on the other main part 
of the amendment, which re¬ 
quires a 55 percent vote of the 
people for a ballot measure that 
alters the constitution to be ap¬ 
proved. 

See BALLOT, page 8A > 


Warnings may have been missed 
in school shooting that killed 17 


By KELLI KENNEDY 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. — Months 
before authorities say 
Nikolas Cruz walked 
into his former high 
school and slaugh¬ 
tered 17 people, the 
troubled teen began 
showing what may 
have been warning 
signs he was bent on 
violence. 

“Im going to be a 
professional school 
shooter,” a YouTube 
user with the screen 
name “Nikolas Cruz” posted in 
September. 

The 19-year-old got ex- 



NI KOLAS CRUZ 


pelled last year from Marjo¬ 
ry Stoneman Douglas High 
School for undisclosed disci¬ 
plinary reasons. And 
less than a year ago, 
the former Junior 
ROTC cadet bought a 
military-style AR-15 
rifle. 

As investigators 
tried to establish the 
motive for Wednes¬ 
day’s shooting ram¬ 
page, students and 
neighbors portrayed 
Cruz as an often 
strange and hostile 
figure who threatened others, 
talked about killing animals, 
and posed with guns in disturb¬ 


ing photos on social media. 

“I think everyone had in 
their minds if anybody was 
going to do it, it was going to 
be him,” 17-year-old Dakota 
Mutchler said after Cruz was 
identified as the gunman in the 
nation’s deadliest school shoot¬ 
ing in more than five years. 

Benjamin Bennight, a Mis¬ 
sissippi bail bondsman, was 
concerned enough after seeing 
the “professional school shoot¬ 
er” comment on his Youtube 
channel that he took a screen- 
shot of it on his phone and 
called the FBI. Two FBI agents 
visited Bennight the next day. 

See SCHOOL, page 8A >• 



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Students gather Thursday during a vigil for the victims of Wednesday’s 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. 
Nikolas Cruz was charged with 17 counts of premeditated murder on 
Thursday. Cruz was expelled last year from the school for undisclosed 
disciplinary reasons. “Im going to be a professional school shooter," a 
YouTube user with the screen name “Nikolas Cruz” posted in September. 
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